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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact:  

Jean Baruch, PhD, RN

Executive Director and Founder, Beads of Courage

Telephone Number:  (520) 331-1984

Email:  jbaruch@beadsofcourage.org
Website:  www.beadsofcourage.org
Beads of Courage Blasting into Space with NASA                             
April Launch Marks Second Shuttle Trip for Inspirational Bead Program    

Tucson, AZ - April 25, 2011 - When NASA's Space Shuttle Endeavour lifts off later this week for its final flight, its payload will include a very precious cargo:  16 ounces of handmade, space-themed glass beads representing Beads of Courage, an arts-in-medicine program for children coping with chronic and life-threatening illnesses.  Upon return to Earth, the beads will become part of a national traveling exhibit to bring hope and encouragement to over 15,000 children, their families and caregivers.  

This is the second NASA mission to carry beads into space as part of the Team Beads of Courage program.  In 2010, Space Shuttle Atlantis' STS-132 mission carried 8 ounces of beads into orbit as part of its payload.  Those beads are currently visiting Beads of Courage member hospitals throughout the U.S.  Children participating in Beads of Courage programs will receive a special pewter space shuttle bead to commemorate the launch of STS-134, along with a postcard showing all of the beads going up into space.  Endeavour's launch is scheduled for Friday, April 29, 2011.
"We thank NASA for honoring the courage of the children and families we support by carrying Beads of Courage as part of the historic payload of the STS-134 mission," said Jean Baruch, Founder and Executive Director of Beads of Courage.  "The courage of the astronauts parallels the courage of the kids we support.  The recognition of Beads of Courage by NASA provides a strong dose of encouragement to children coping with cancer and other serious illness.  It means the world to our kids and their families to know that NASA astronauts are supporting them."

The collaboration between Beads of Courage and NASA began over a year ago when the daughter of a NASA employee utilized the beads during her treatment for cancer.  After seeing the benefits of the program firsthand, he approached NASA about the possibility of including beads on a future shuttle mission to help inspire children battling life-threatening illnesses.
The beads headed into space on Endeavour were chosen by a panel of judges and represent nearly 40 bead artists from across the country.  The whimsical handmade designs include colorful depictions of astronauts, rockets, aliens, and more.  Photos of all the contest-winning beads and names of the bead artists are available at https://picasaweb.google.com/101652927073622680837/BeadInSpace#.  

Replica beads of some of the designs going into orbit on Endeavour will be offered for purchase at www.beadsinspace.com, where replica beads from the Atlantis mission are currently available.  All proceeds benefit the Beads of Courage organization.  
About Beads of Courage:  Since 2005, Beads of Courage, a 501c3 nonprofit organization based in Tucson, Arizona, has been providing innovative arts-in-medicine supportive care programs for children coping with serious illness, their families and healthcare providers.  The beads that children receive signify strength and courage and help children find meaning in their illness.
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