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Beads of Courage, Inc., established in 2005, is a non-profit corporation that 
has established collaborative partnerships in caring with hospitals and 

community organizations nationally and internationally. 

We create a context for caring transactions to transpire through unique arts 
in medicine programs and community engagement to strengthen human 

connectedness. 

Beads of Courage, Inc. contributes to the science, practice, and 
implemenation of evidenced-based arts in medicine programs. We are 

proud members of the National Organization of Arts in Healthcare (NOAH) 
and an affiliate of the Watson Caring Science Institute. 

The arts and medicine; these are two human callings that belong together, and our 
challenge is to rediscover the ways in which they can be most effectively brought 
together again. " - Dana Gioia, National Endowment for the Arts Chairman (2003) 
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Beads of Courage helps children, teens, and their 
families RECORD, TELL, and OWN their stories of 
courage using colorful beads that serve as 
meaningful symbols that honor their courage 
throughout their medical treatment experiences. 

• Beads of Courage is implemented as a 
standard of care in over 400 programs 

worldwide in the USA, UK, Republic of Ireland, 

Japan, Australia, New Zealand, & Canada 

The Center for Arts-in-Nursing ( CAN) exists to 
support and strengthen experiences in human 
caring across the lifespan through the arts. 

The Center is guided by three core principles: 
Convene, Create, and Caring. 



Region 3 
55 Hospital Partners 
98 BOC Programs 

209 Hospital Partners 
396 BOC Programs 

142 Heme/One 
64 Cardiac 
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90 Chronic/Rehab/Trauma/ICU 
79 NICU 
14 Burn Injury Recovery 

Region 1 
78 Hospital Partners 
130 BOC Programs 

Region 2 
76 Hospital Partners 
168 BOC Programs 
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Beads of Courage supports over 300-member 
hospitals/organizations as partners in caring 

worldwide including: 

• The United States • Republic of Ireland 
• England • Canada 
• Wales • Japan 
• Scotland • New Zealand 
• Northern Ireland • Australia 

Beads of Courage, Inc. is grateful for the international partners 
who make the Beads of Courage program possible in their 
countries: 

• Beads of Courage Canada 
• Beads of Courage United Kingdom 
• Camp Quality (Australia) 
• Child Cancer Foundation (New Zealand) 
• Childhood Cancer Ireland 
• Shine On! Kids (Japan) 
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Beads of Courage Program 
Mission Moments 

Caleb Age: 10 mo. 
BOC Cardiac Member 

"Beads of Courage has helped us 
be reminded of all of the things that 

Caleb has endured and overcome 
throughout his journey. This program 

is so special to us because one day, 
when Caleb is older. we can show him 
his Beads of Courage to explain to him 

all that he has overcome!" 
- Lindsey, Caleb's Mom 

Vivianne Age= 10 
BOC ChronK Conditions and Beads in the Mail Member 

"Vivianne loves all of her beads and is very proud 
of how long her strand is getting! She really enjoys 

the specialty beads she gets for overcoming 
something hard. 1 tell her all the time that every 

bead on her strand tells her story. I know she 
is young, but I hope these beads help her to 

remember how much she has and can endure so 
that she never forgets how strong she is!" 

- Monique, Vivianne's Mom 

"Beads of Courage showed us the journey our 
baby went through at Tucson Medical Center 
and showed us how strong he was and all the 
challenges he overcame. They show us that our 
baby boy is ready for any difficulties the world 
might throw at us! " 

"Beads of courage gave my daughter, something 
tangible to show for all she has been through. 
She is still just as proud of her Beads of Courage 
today as she was the day she received her first 
one. Katie could not celebrate this momentous 
milestone, her senior photos, without celebrating 
her journey with her Beads of Courage. " 
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Being a sibling is an important job! 
The Beads of Courage® Sibling Programs are designed to recognize the important role 

siblings play in every family. Our programs help siblings to Record, Tell and Own their Story of 
Courage as they journey alongside their brother or sister who is coping with a serious illness. 

The programs focus on themes that help siblings cope and provide talking points to 
encourage communication and healing opportunities. Every bead in our Sibling Programs 

become a symbol of courage. 

e e ra 1ng 1 1ngs 
National Sibling Day April 10 

Sibling Caregiver Support 
Sessions 
Virtual Session with BOC for Caregivers 

Virtual opportunity to receive a FREE Beads of 
Courage® Sibling Kit along with virtual support from 
our Certified Child Life Specialist, compliments of our 
national sibling program sponsor - The Scarcelli 
Family Foundation. 

During the session, our Child Life Specialist meets with 
parents and caregivers to provide ideas on how to 
implement the sibling program with their children. 

"Thank you for doing this! His sweet sister spends lots 
of time supporting him at appointments, infusions, and 
therapy, and this is going to be so exciting for her to be 

able to be part of something that he does too. She 
thinks her big brother is a rock star! Thank you again!" 



Engagement & Events 
Highlights 
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Signature Fundraising Events 

THANKS TO OUll PJtESENTIMO SPONSOR: SUPPOJmMO SPONSORS: Ito SPONSOR: 

~~'!!!?;!S~r~} .,0 ... ~«•c• ~ ffr 
February Annually 

GOOD DRINKS• GOOD FRIENDS• GOOD CAUSE 

Beads, Bands, and Beer Festival 

The Festival celebrates the art of the bead and 
all that our organization has accomplished in 

helping children cope with serious illness. 

Funds raised from event sponsors and patrons 
support Beads of Courage programs. 

Cocktails for Courage 

Cocktails for Courage is a signature 
fundraising event benefiting Beads of 

Courage, a nonprofit organization supporting 
children and teens coping with cancer and 
other serious illness through the healing 

power of art. 

Gather your good friends to enjoy a good 
drink and help a good cause. 

Coming to more cities in 2026! 



Engagement & Events 
Highlights 
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Signature Fundraising Events 

Summer Annually 

Online Auctions 
Annually online auctions are hosted via Bidding 

Owl for Valentine's Day, World Beads of 
Courage Day, and Holiday/December. Funds 
raised from auctions supports our programs. 
Auction items are generously donated by in-

kind artists. 

Team Beads of Courage Summer 
Challenge 

Join the Team Beads of Courage Summer 
Challenge and turn your summer activities 
into meaningful support for brave kids! The 

entire Summer, your miles will truly matter as 
you participate in our 100-mile challenge. 

Whether you enjoy casual exercise or intense 
training, this is your chance to champion 

children facing serious illnesses through the 
activities you love. 

Every mile you conquer and every dollar you 
raise fuels Beads of Courage's mission of hope 

and healing. Let's unite to empower these 
courageous kids with every step, stride, climb, 

and swim! 



Engagement & Events 
Highlights 
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Signature Fundraising Events 

Make your MILES matter more ... Carry a Bead! 
El Tour de Tucson 

El Tour de Tucson is a powerful marketing and 
awareness-raising platform for our 

organization. Simply by joining TEAM Beads of 
Courage, you help make healing happen while 
educating others on what Beads of Courage is 

all about. Run, walk, or ride for courageous 
kids. 

Bead Inspired 

An uplifting fundraising event - Let's kick up 
our heels to honor courageous kids! These are 

indoor-outdoor events. Western attire is 
encouraged as we kick up our heels for 
courageous kids. Celebrate pioneering 

psychosocial support for children coping with 
cancer and other serious illness 



Engagement & Events 
Highlights 
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Community Engagement Initiatives 
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Make your 
moments 

matter more. 
ads of Courage helps 

oping with cancer and 
ious illnesses RECORD, 
and OWN their stories 

courage. 

Shop to Support 
Unique, curated items with 100% proceeds 

supporting our mission. Many of the items in 
our shop also support artists who are involved 

with our mission. 

Carry a Bead 
Carry a Bead and return a bead to support a 

child. These become beads we need and they 
remind a child on a tough treatment day they 

are not alone in their fight for life. 

Friendship and Strength Bracelet Kits 

Beads of Courage kits blend creativity with 
compassion, offering a soothing, meditative 

activity. It's easy, fun, and you'll make jewelry 
you'll love to wear. Make a bracelet to keep 

and make one that you donate back to give to 
a child or teen we support. 

Holiday Coloring Card Kits 
Color these holiday cards and return them 

with your signed card. Volunteers will 
package them with holiday beads and send 

them to Beads of Courage Members. Art heals 
and community connection helps those who 

are stressed feel supported. 



Engagement & Events 
Highlights 
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Signature Community Engagement Events 
Beads of Courage International Partners in Caring ... World Beads of Courage Day 

Get ready to join us September 15, 2026 for 
our annual Global Celebration of Courage 

World Beads of Courage Day is a global 
celebration of courage. Join us in inspiring 
our worldwide bead family to spread their 

love for Beads of Courage! 

Like Beads on a Strand we are all connectedl 

September 15th Annually 

March 14th Annually 

Full Moon Marketplace 
Full Moon Marketplace Events at the Beads of 

Courage Forever Home - providing an 
opportunity to bring our hometown Tucson 
community together. We invite other local 
non-profits, artists and we always feature a 

family-friendly bead-stringing activity. 

Pi Day - Annual Polymer Bead 
Making Event 

Beads make our world go 'Round! Join us in 
person or make beads in your community for 
courageous kids coping with serious illness -
Together Let's Bake the world a better place! 

We need your help making polymer beads for 
us to give to the children and teens we 

support. These beads require helpful hands 
and caring human hearts! 



Engagement & Events 
Highlights 
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Signature Community Engagement Events 
Beads of Courage· 

Pet Parade 

Saturday before Mother's Day 

Virtual Pet Parade 
Join us for our annual Virtual Pet Parade. Pets 
are nature's perfect companions, and we want 

to share your pet's adventures with kids we 
support through Beads of Courage. Have your 

pet wear Carry a Bead, take photos, and 
support children in the hospital with a 

message of hope and fun from pets. 

ALL SOULS PROCESSION All Souls Procession 
Join us to honor children and families 

TUCSON,ARIZONA • NOVEMBER 9TH One of the most important inclusive and 
public ceremonies in North America 

today. The All Souls Procession honors 
the ancestors and lost loved ones and 

celebrates life. 

Open 
Studio 
Events 
BEADMAKING AND FUNDRAISING 

Open Studio Events 
For more than 14 years, Beads of Courage has formed 

strategic partnerships with glass art and bead­
making studios across the United States to create 

beads for donation, fundraising, and raising 
awareness through Bead Challenge Open Studio 

Events. These events have truly inspired those who 
attended and participated. 

Courage Rally 

A Courage Rally is more than an event 
-it's a celebration of creativity, 

kindness, and connection. 
Learn more about the impact of the 
Carry a Bead program and how you 

can be involved 



Donor Cultivation & 
Stewardship 
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As a publicly supported charity we depend on our generous donors that 
believe in beads and help make healing happen with their support. 

Love for Beads of Courage 
General giving campaign, donor can select specificity 
of which program the donation goes towards. With a 

gift of $50 or more, you'll receive our heartfelt "I 
Love Beads of Courage" Strand as a token of 

gratitude. Each bead on this strand symbolizes the 
conditions and challenges faced by the children and 

teens in our programs, making it a meaningful 
reminder of the strength and courage your support 

nurtures. *US Only 

Help Brave Kids 
Brave kids need beads to tell their story-and you can 

help today with your gift. Beads become medals of 
honor for battles fought with incredible bravery. You 

help children see that their fight matters and their 
courage deserves recognition. 

When children look at their beads, you've given them 
proof that they can do hard things and reminders of 

their own courage to endure. You can help make 
healing happen for brave kids-one bead, one story 

at a time. 



Donor Cultivation & 
Stewardship 
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Courage Keepers 
Keep the Human Spirit Strong - Every Month! We 

invite you to join the Courage Keepers, our monthly 
giving circle, and be a part of our honored Courage 

Keepers community! Courage Keepers keep our bead 
pharmacy stocked with the beads we need to help 

the courageous kids we serve. 

Fundraise for Beads of Courage 
Share your love and start a custom fundraiser for Beads of 
Courage today! Celebrate birthdays, special occasions, or 

honor a loved one by hosting a fundraiser to help our 
cause. We'll even give you all the tools you'll need to make 
a difference. With your help, we can ensure that children 
around the world receive healing and hope through our 

mission. 

Every donor who gives $50 or more to your fundraiser will 
receive our "I love Beads of Courage" strand* with our 
heartfelt gratitude. Starting a fundraiser is easy to do! 

Forever Home Fund 
Thank you to all the donors who made our dream 
come true! We have officially moved into our new 

Forever Home! We have continued need for support 
- mortgage payments, utilities, operational costs, 
improvements and large-scale projects like an new 

HVAC system and irrigation. 



Candlelighters Prom, Tucson 
60 teens with a life threatening illness 

and their teen siblings supported 

Celebration of Courage Events 
Celebrating the COURAGE of children 
coping with cancer and other serious 

illness, their families, and the health care 
providers who care for them. 

Light the Night Gold- Pittsburgh 
BOC tabled at an annual pediatric cancer awareness 
event and provided at BOC experience to families 

impacted by pediatric cancer. BOC's first Pittsburgh 
volunteer attended! 
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We collaborate with many other non-profits to support their 
events, programs and services 

• Tucson - Childhood Cancer Walk (February/Tucson, 
AZ) 

• CHAMP (September/Tempe, AZ) 
• Candlelighters Camp 
• Colorado Courage Classic Cycling Event (Copper 

Mountain, CO) 
• Festival of the Books 
• Southwest Bereavement Retreat 



Association for Child Life 
Professionals Conference 

Association for Pediatric 
Hematolotogy and Oncology 

Nurses Conference 

Cancer Con 

National Organization for Arts in 
Health 

American Association of 
Woodturners 

International Society of Glass 
Bead makers 

Make a Wish Foundation 
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2025ANNUAL 
Bea of Courage 
APHON Bead Dedication 

The annual APHON bead dedication is a creative 
partnership made possible with: 1 
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ISGB INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF 
GLASS BEADMAKERS 



We are proud to recognize and honor the following 
companies and organizations for their ongoing support of 

Beads of Courage. 

NATIONAL BEADS OF COURAGE 
HEMATOLOGY-ONCOLOGY PROGRAM 

SPONSOR 

~~ Northwestern Mutual· 

golde oments 
Since 2017, Northwestern Mutual, through its Foundation, has 
been a strategic partner of Beads of Courage, through 
sponsorship of the flagship Beads of Courage Program arts-in­
medicine program. This ongoing partnership further 
strengthens Northwestern Mutual's national Childhood Cancer 
Program by providing support to children and families coping 
with cancer. www.northwesternmutual.com 

NATIONAL SIBLING PROGRAM SPONSOR 

SCAR CELLI 
FAMILY FOUNDATION 

The Scarcelli Family Foundation has sponsored the Beads of Courage Sibling Program since 
2019, providing the Beads of Courage Sibling Program at no cost to more than 5,000 
children who are brothers and sisters of Beads of Courage members. The program helps 
siblings cope when the serious illness of a brother or sister impacts their lives. 





Welcome to the Beads 
of courage Forever Homel 
We are happy that you are here! This Home belongs to 
our bead family near and far and was made possible because 
of the Forever Home donors who invested in our past, present and future. 

Foundation Donors Believe in Beads Donors 
ike and Shannon Gribbon 

Bart> Co -Saa edra 
Fenster Family Foundation 
Fund held at the Community 
Found tion for Southern 
Arizona 

Kim Stone 
Cat ·n and Patrick Lind 
in honor of Kelley Lind 
Fred Christine 
Armstrong Foundation 

an:y Lamberson 

Heart of tile Home Donors 
artha B Giberson 

Scott and Deb Gaustad 
Jackie arr 
GUARD 
Dr. Jack Aaron and 
Rabbi Stephanie Aaron 
Larry and ia Ronstadt 
Smo ountain Firecrackers 

Oebb ·e & Gerry Charles Sims Jr 
Palenno Heart-to-Heart 
Foundation 
The Bums Family 
Amanda Pm ers 
Elizabeth Bates 

arjorie derson 

Hero for Hope Donors 

Bourn Cornpan·es 
Jan Prinz 
Kellie Barrett 
Leslie Gheen 
Pamela Schuster 
Pa rid< c ii in 

Pima Federal Credi Un· on 
Seo Julie Eckhoff, Denny 
Steve and Gretchen Judge 
Ste art Title Foundation 
TenyBendt 
The Family and Friends 
of Joni Ste ns 
Sandra Young 
Cindy Jeokins 
John Hannon 
·ndaJones 

Ann Reed 

---------
AmySamsury Or. Peter Ziegler Joann Augdahl 
Cindie Luria- fe TheJa e Gol i Joseph nd Coll en 
o· na piller ·1 erman Fou daf n Babcock 

inaSam Ian Hi r usan Stockton Sam and Trisha Azares 

P trici Hsiu and Fran amer Frank and haron 
111ian Stein Fraternal Order of Schroeder 

P ula De Rienzo Police Tucson lodge 1 

Than yoo af I Ba of Arizona for provi ing the t, nancing as a com t ed 
lend r to the non pro I s of Tucson. Al. 

A fonnil donor re<ogni on I tu pi.c In f I of 2026. 

Cheri ynid< 
Colleen Do ey 
Jeonifer Teague 
Kristopher Thomas Knights 

tthe ars 
icheUe Staedler 

Ste Komisarow 
Se n Bay 
Vanessa Bertini 
Or. Joseph Kovacs 
Jo artens 
Karen Jennings 
Linda S ·eeoey 
ancyHeck 

Pam and Bob usiel ia 
Ti nsend olthan 
Victoria and Gary Zam 



Thank you for the ongoing support of the following companies and "bead family" industry 
partners for their support of Beads of Courage events and programs. 

MASTERT 

Wholesale 
.Ct> 

,h/aDREAMTI 
~CREATIO s 

GreenGir 
1' u 

ESTABLISHED 1954 

leathercof'd --usa·- .. --

ers 



PROGRAM BEAD SPONSORS 

Toe Beads of Col.JJ'age 
Anchor Bead ts proudly 

Sponsored Uy the 
LOU Waugaman Famuy Fund. 

As an experienced sea captain. living much 
of my He on my boat and cruising the Pacific 
Ocean, I r~y on my anchor a great deal. 11 is 
often my connection 10 the wood. In that same 
way I hope that you will r member this anchor 
bead as a remindef that you are connected 10 
life and surrounded by love. 

Spanning the sides of skyscrape~ sports arenas. 
and slruCtUres thr0t910ut the worid, the murals 
of the renowned environmental artfs~ Wyland, 
hiwe seived as a reminder to communities around 
the wOl1d that we all share a special connection 
with eadl other and with our blue planet 



Program Bead Sponsors Help Sustain 
Beads of Courage 

Survivor Charm 
Lo Term ollow Up & 
Com ~ V1s1l 

S11'\ttUr r 
Compl tion of 
Tr aitm ntor 
TrJnsf no Adult 

,vie s 

Phoenix: 
Disc , from II 

Signature Purple Heart 
Compl 10n of Tr l nt 

(oncol ) 

Signature Red He rt 
Tr: ns1 10n lo ull ~rvv-,:.c:: 

(bl co 1t10ns) 



The Center for Arts in Nursing (CAN) was established in 
2013 for scholarly inquiry and to contirbute to the 
science and practice of arts in medicine interventions. 

Mission: 
To invest in and care for individuals through the 
stages of life's journey. From life's first breath to the 
last and every breath in between, CAN strives to 
provide a place of hope, healing and home for all to 
learn, grow and live. 

"SfO'~ISMW:t,.seMsh«r If ~tptX/~o/lhe' 
~s,ft'I~ UW!'pltlw.t11)Vlont-.artn '00/fffOIMn. ~wr 
an tot'U('SC'ff,wl~lnt-~,t )W'dQftnot~ 
/(ttl lot~m,a,,yoct,ie,s ,.. 

fllww......_,f<iiuMtfOIINc.nt.._OM ... tl.,.._. 

,._ ... poeM 1ot tNs r .. nn. Woduhop,: fllt ~ ~ atown 
Thtlmf.,,,,•~~ ........ ~O,, .... O,(c..,'91' •<°"'&oo, 
'"'1IO'llltowpc,0ttUIN"l)<ii"ltW'4111WOuOf,~lltt-ft-~p,Ol)f,,,_ 
l«.hwo,uhop~ot,,tt,dW'!IN'"""°'OIOr ~~ •~,.,a 
~-....,....,IHCul'f1,c,otO)' 

I'm F.I.N.E 

Workshops designed to renew 
the mind, heart, and spirit as 
participants work through the 
emotions and experiences that 
weigh heavy on them as 
healthcare providers caring for 
people with serious illness 



A program for cinicians to 
~ a consistent practia! 
of mioofulness 1'/hie prc,.,iding 

a new Wi1f to care for 
themselves ood others. 

ThtS 91ft ,s a rcmmdcr that you are strong 
and there is no one else like you• 

Bead Mindful 

The Bead Mindful Program was developed for 
the professional clinician as a way to create a 
consistent practice of personal reflection and 
rejuvenation in a high-paced, high-tech, 
emotionally challenging healthcare 
environment. Guided by the theories of Tich 
Naht Hanh, Kabat-Zinn and Dr. Jean Watson, 
the program seeks to provide a moment of 
mindful practice that may lead to enhanced 
awareness, clarity, understanding, peace, 
positive purpose, collaboration, and healing. 

Bead Strong 

Bead Strong Program was created to provide 
an experience in mindfulness. Mindfulness is 
achieved when an individual is able to calmly 
focus, be aware and accept one's own 
thoughts and feelings. Each Bead Strong 
activity uses several different tools including 
mantras, art, breathwork and beads. Each 
Bead Strong activity incorporates a reflective 
art directive to support psychosocial and 
emotional well-being of anyone 

D.R.E.A.M - Draw. Relax. Embrace 
Art, and the Mind 
Our dream is to encourage everyone to draw, 
reflect, and embrace the healing power of art. 
Encourage those you support to take a time 
out of their day to be kind to themselves and 
DREAM big! 
Each DREAM Activity includes an activity card 
and bead paired with it's intention card. It is 
our hope that they provide a dose of 
encouragement when needed most! 



NorthStar Program 

Beads of Courage 
Northstar Strand of Strength 

Helping patients and families as they 
navigate the challenges of serious illness 

to honor this sacred time of life. 

Strand for Strength 

The Strand for Strength and 
Remembrance Workshop was 
created for those who are 
coping with the death of a loved 
one and is intended to be 
facilitated by a caring clinician. 
A goal is to help find strength as 
the bereaved moves through 
their grief process. 

Since the beginning of human history, aicheologists have 
found beads 1°,herever people reside. Because beads predate 
language, these smal perforated ob,ects became material 
representations of emotions. physical connections. thoughts, 
and desires. It seems very natural to transfer our fee~ngs 
11to small material forms Ii e beads. that become visible and 
tangi)le symbols of hull\ln experiences that need and deseive 
to be acknowledged. 

As you stung your beads, you a,e strengthening the connection 
lo your loved ones, tam It and friends. 

Please keep your strand in a special place or wear it often 
as a comforting symbol of your love and memories. We hope 
your beads bring you comfort, preserves your dignity, and 
bring you peace. 

The Northstar Strand of Strength is made possible 
by the caring collaboration of: 

bead-· , ~ 
.. COUAAG(" \~ 




